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Transport Sub-Committee 
Report 

General introduction 
 

Description of area:- 
The overall area included in the Ward is a mixture of residential and rural. This includes some areas 
of special scientific interest, ancient meadows and a large common land. In addition there is a large 
park and other sports and recreational amenities. 
 
Figure 1. Boundary of Wolvercote Neighbourhood. 
(The red line below signifies the ward boundary) 

 
 

There is a network of major roads criss-crossing the ward (A40, A34, A44 and A4165) (See more 
detailed map on next page). There are many problems already in connection with transport and 
through traffic. These include congestion, pollution and other pressures on the community. These 
cause access issues for local residents. 
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Further developments (see headings later in the report) are likely to add to the current problems 
that already result in greater incidence of accidents at key junctions at peak times, significant 
congestion and pollution. 

 Figure 2. Key main roads affecting Wolvercote ward 
 
       A4165 

   
  
© Crown copyright and database rights 2014 Ordnance Survey.  Grid Reference: SP50021193  SP 49523 10514 E: 449523 N: 2105141940s OS New Popular Edition 
http://www.geograph.org.uk/showmap.php?gridref=SP50021193 

 

This report examines each area and identifies problems and issues that need consideration, in order 
to maintain the character of the neighbourhood. The area is characterised by a mix of housing, 
much of which is attractively laid out with mature trees and gardens. The surrounding area includes 
some architecture of note and contained within the ward is the area of Wolvercote that is now a 
part of Oxford, but retains much of its village culture and has been identified as a conservation 
area. 
 
Table 1. Transport by Type of User in the Ward. 

 

Variable Measure Wolvercote  
Oxford (Non-

Metropolitan District)  

South 

East  
England  

All Usual Residents Aged 16 to 

74 (Persons)1  
Count 4,236 118,437 6,274,341 38,881,374 

Work Mainly at or From Home 

(Persons)1  
Count 284 4,300 279,656 1,349,568 

Underground, Metro, Light Rail, 

Tram (Persons)1  
Count 6 170 15,338 1,027,625 

Train (Persons)1  Count 101 1,769 311,895 1,343,684 

Bus, Minibus or Coach 

(Persons)1  
Count 510 11,405 189,926 1,886,539 

Taxi (Persons)1  Count 0 264 16,750 131,465 

Motorcycle, Scooter or Moped 

(Persons)1  
Count 25 482 36,467 206,550 

Driving a Car or Van (Persons)1  Count 1,225 23,735 2,590,701 14,345,882 

Passenger in a Car or Van 

(Persons)1  
Count 80 2,245 200,386 1,264,553 

Bicycle (Persons)1  Count 544 12,270 127,614 742,675 

On Foot (Persons)1  Count 176 12,674 463,662 2,701,453 

Other Method of Travel to Work 

(Persons)1  
Count 18 493 28,328 162,727 

Not in Employment (Persons)1  Count 1,267 48,630 2,013,618 13,718,653 

Last Updated: 30 January 2013 

Source: Office for National Statistics 

 
 

A34  

A40 
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Table 2. Transport by showing split by type of user in the Ward. 
 

 
Areas of concern 
 
Northern Gateway 

It is emphasised that transport mitigation measures need to be taken before the development can 
take place (see Core Strategy CS6) Infrastructure must be in place before any occupation can start 
(?) Comprehensive and satisfactory solutions to the whole road network that affect Wolvercote 
ward and its surroundings must be found. Development in isolation is not appropriate. The 
planning must involve analysis of potential impact on all surrounding areas. A relief road from 
A40-A44 and then on to A34 would be helpful. Concern has been expressed about the access to 
the Northern Gateway site from A40, A34 and A44. There is concern about access for pedestrians 
and cyclists and vehicle access to housing 
 
Water Eaton, Oxford Parkway station 
Figure 3. 

  
Due to be completed in 2015. Near Water Eaton Park and Ride (on the left of this photograph). 
Whilst the station is not actually in the Ward, the impact, in terms of the transport infrastructure, 
and the volume of traffic generated, will be felt throughout the Ward. The northern area of the 
Ward will be particularly affected. 
 
There is concern from all residents who back on to the new tracks about noise and vibration and 
the effect this will have on their houses and them. The concern is particularly about night-time 
freight vehicles, both during and after construction. 
 
Junction improvements are needed for access from A4165 (Banbury Road) into the station, 
particularly for pedestrians and cyclists. 
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Parking issues need to be considered along with alternative modes of transport? Need for more 
parking is likely and consequences are more likely to lead to more congestion. Incentives need to 
be offered to encourage the use of public transport. 
 
Stronger bus links to Hospitals, Summertown and Kidlington need to be developed. 
Possible link routes for buses around the city should be investigated eg. Circular routes, East 
Oxford and parkway (mentioned by Chiltern Railway) 7 days a week. This should help to alleviate 
traffic flow into the city. 
Cycle storage should be expanded to encourage alternative methods of transport. In addition 
‘Boris bikes’, to hire, may be advantageous. These all lead to more environmentally friendly 
modes of transport. 
 
The impact on the whole road network and roundabouts in neighbouring areas needs to be 
further analysed to determine better usage practice and means to reduce pollution levels. 
 
The issue of parking on Five Mile Drive at present, and, in the future needs to be examined. The 
future impact on all streets local to the station needs to be carefully considered. This includes the 
consideration of positive and negative options, eg. closing of Five Mile Drive (There is already 
concern about this as a ‘rat run’ even before the station is present) and Godstow Road onto the 
Wolvercote roundabout. Traffic onto the Banbury Road and its roundabouts will become heavier 
and the impact, particularly at rush hours, will be considerable. 
 
Jordan Hill 
Figure 4. 

   
 

 Table 3.  JORDAN HILL ACCIDENT CASUALITIES 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013 

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     0   
Passenger     0   
Motorcycle rider     1   
Cyclist     1   
Pedestrian     0   
Other     0   
TOTAL     2   

   (Figures only show incidents reported to police) 

    Source:- Oxfordshire County Council 

All changes impact on Jordan Hill. Exits and entrances from Jordan Hill present a problem at the 
moment and may require a roundabout or traffic lights. Access is shared between the Business 
Park and Jordan Hill estate. 
Parking issues – currently a problem on the estate and is likely to get worse with the advent of the 
station. 
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    Elsfield Hall / Harefields Road 
    Figure 5. 

 
The new development is likely to cause more congestion. Dangerous traffic exits/entrances are an 
issue. Effective road junctions are needed on the northern side which is already experiencing 
problems with the current volume of traffic. Access on to the Banbury road is difficult a peak 
times due to traffic volume, congestion and the proximity of the bus shelter on the right hand 
side. Planting of trees are needed to offset pollution from the A40, on the south side. 
 
Table 4. HAREFIELDS JUNCTION WITH A4165 ACCIDENT CASUALITIES 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013  

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     3   
Passenger     3   
Motorcycle rider     1   
Cyclist     1   
Pedestrian     0   
Other     0   
TOTAL     6   

    (Figures only show incidents reported to police) 

Source:- Oxfordshire County Council 
 

Harbord Road / Five Mile Drive (A4615) 
Figure 6. 

 
Table 5. HARBORD ROAD JUNCTION  ACCIDENT CASUALITIES 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013  

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     0   
Passenger     0   
Motorcycle rider     0   
Cyclist     1   
Pedestrian     0   
Other     0   
TOTAL     1       1 

   (Figures only show incidents reported to police)  

    Source:- Oxfordshire County Council. 
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Table 6. FIVE MILE DRIVE JUNCTION, ACCIDENT CASUALITIES 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013  

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     4   
Passenger     1   
Motorcycle rider     0   
Cyclist     0   
Pedestrian     0   
Other     0   
TOTAL     5   

    (Figures only show incidents reported to police) 

Source:- Oxfordshire County Council 
 
Access on the A4165 Banbury road is hazardous when turning right to go north and again if 
subsequently turning immediately left on to west on to Five Mile. There are already long tail backs 
from the Banbury Road roundabout at peak times. Traffic coming south along the A4165 from 
new the Oxford Parkway station in 2015 will further significantly exacerbate traffic congestion on 
this stretch of road., causing difficult access and safety issues for residents and business users on 
junctions near the Banbury Road roundabout. 
 

Sunderland Avenue  
Figure 7. 

 
 
This road links residential access on to the A40 between the Banbury road and Wolvercote 
roundabouts. The A40 between these roundabouts is highly congested and suffers from pollution. 
The exists on the north and south on the west side of the A40 are the only alternative access on to 
the main through roads apart from Five Mile Drive on the North side. 
 
Table 7. SUNDERLAND AVENUE ACCIDENT CASUALITIES 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013  

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     0   
Passenger     1       1 
Motorcycle rider     2   
Cyclist     0   
Pedestrian     2   
Other     0   
TOTAL     5   

    (Figures show only incidents reported to police) 

Source:- Oxfordshire County Council.  
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Mill Site 
Figure 8. 

 
Drainage - Foul and surface water drainage and the relationship between the two need to be 
researched and resolved. 
Traffic that is generated by the Mill Site (particularly the amount of housing proposed) is likely to 
cause an already difficult junction to become dangerous. The potential impact of this needs to be 
closely monitored. 
 
There is concern about the safety and access over the railway bridge and on to Wolvercote 
roundabout due to increase in the volume of traffic. 
 
Table 8. GODSTOW ROAD. COMBINED ACCIDENT CASUALITIES.  01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013  
(Including Wolvercote Green, Wolvercote Bridge, West of A34 Flyover  
and junction at Wolvercote Roundabout). 

 

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     7   
Passenger     4   
Motorcycle rider     2   
Cyclist     7    
Pedestrian     1   
Other     0   
TOTAL     20    

    (Figures only show incidents reported to police) 

Source:- Oxfordshire County Council. 
Children crossing to the playground, in lower Wolvercote, will be at more risk with the increasing 
volume of traffic. Pedestrian crossing over Godstow Road might be the answer? This is currently a 
rat run and will become more so with the station as well as the other changes to the area. 
 
Roundabouts 
The main A40 east / west London bound road intersects with A4165 Banbury road. It is a key entry 
route into the City, a major bottleneck at peak times which also contributes a high level of traffic 
pollutants. The roundabouts form part of the north circulatory ring road network around the City. 
Figure 9.            Figure 10. 
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Banbury Road Roundabout 

Further west on the A40, the Wolvercote roundabout is joined left to right by the Woodstock road 
route in to Oxford, the Godstow road to Wolvercote, the A40 which is frequently congested as far 
as Eynsham. The Wolvercote roundabout north west A44 junction, connects with Peartree park 
and ride, roundabout to the A34 road where traffic accidents regularly occur. The northern 
junction from the roundabout, connects Five Mile Drive and additional residential side roads. 
Table 9. Casualties at Banbury Road Roundabout 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013 

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     6   
Passenger     1   
Motorcycle rider     1   
Cyclist     0   
Pedestrian     1   
Other     0   
TOTAL     9   

    (Figures only show incidents reported to police).  Source:- Oxfordshire County Council. 

Figure 11.                                                                     Figure 12. 

  
Wolvercote Roundabout 

Access is hazardous both at peak and other times. Congestion and pollution levels are 
considerable. The roundabouts are scheduled as part of the Northern Gate proposals to have 
traffic lights. So far no evidence has been presented to clarify what difference this will have upon 
traffic flow and volume.  
Table 10. Casualties at Wolvercote Roundabout. 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013 

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     7   
Passenger     3   
Motorcycle rider     2   
Cyclist     5   
Pedestrian     1   
Other     0   
TOTAL     17      19 

    (Figures only show incidents reported to police)   
    Source:- Oxfordshire County Council. 
 

Table 11. Casualties at Peartree Roundabout 01/01/2009 to 31/12/2013 

Type of Road User    Fatal Serious     Slight            Total 

Vehicle driver     17    
Passenger     9    
Motorcycle rider         3 3   
Cyclist     0   
Pedestrian     0   
Other     0   
TOTAL     29       34 

   (Figures only show incidents reported to police)   
   Source:- Oxfordshire County Council. 
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General Recommendations 
These recommendations are in addition to those outlined in the specific areas above. 
How can we prevent increase of transport? 
Suggestions include: –  

 Alternative A40 relief roads to reduce / alleviate the amount of traffic on the road.  

 Home working, staggered hours, school places to be increased to prevent bussing, 
incentives to use fewer private cars eg car clubs and car-sharing etc and incentives to use 
other forms of transport eg bikes, buses, walking. 

 Disability issues need to be considered. 

 Invest in more public transport. 

 Environmental impact study needed. 

 Anti pollution measures needed eg tree planting (especially on roundabouts) according to 
recent research, reduction of congestion and idling eg turning off motors when stationary.  

 Incentives to encourage alternative uses of transport to reduce congestion. 

 East west rail improvement project to reduce congestion is welcomed. 

 Avoidance of large vehicles (HGVs) may be achieved by re-routing or by limiting 
employment in the Northern Gateway area, accordingly. 

 Provision for no 6 buses to turn around on Mill Site should be provided. 

 More parking for the medical centre and any workshops should be increased on the Mill 
Site (to at least double). 

 Cycles may be unsafe on the Wolvercote railway bridge and need cycling lanes. 

 Short term there may be a need to look at parking on the Lower Wolvercote village side of 
the railway bridge? 

 Park and Ride in Eynsham and other similarly distant entry routes/sites should be 
evaluated as a good way to prevent inflowing traffic. 

 

Strengths 
At present most communities within Wolvercote Ward have good bus links, although frequency 
differs in some areas, to the centre of Oxford. 
The communities in the ward, have a mature infrastructure of good quality residential streets and 
housing. 
 
Weaknesses 
The social community cohesion is stronger in some areas than others. The present road network 
mainly due the the A40, divides and isolates substantial parts of the neighbourhood. Traffic 
congestion impacts on safety, ease of travel and access across the ward and on to main roads. 
 
Opportunities 
The future horizon presents options, to either continue with existing modes of transport, means 
of use and travel patterns or improve infrastructure and find better more inclusive 
environmentally friendly solutions which more satisfactorily balance and integrate the needs of 
local residents with conflicting pressures from development and traffic congestion on main traffic 
ring roads  
 
Threats 
The main risks are existing communities being completely isolated due to traffic gridlock, from 
increased traffic and development.  
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This could:-  increase pollution, make residents’ access on to main roads almost impossible, put 
increased pressure on dangerous junctions, particularly at peak times when most traffic accidents 
are likely to occur. 
 
Strategic objectives 
1) Explore, improve and find ways to encourage more use of public transport, cycling and cycle 

path routes, within the ward boundary and reduce reliance on forms of transport which 
cause congestion and pollution. 

2) Explore and encourage alternative routes and measures to reduce traffic on the A40, A4165, 
A44 and A34 which adversely impact upon residents and local road users. 

3) To encourage community transport integration and effective safe access across main roads. 
4) Consult residents in the ward to solicit their ongoing views on transport issues. 
5) Collect and monitor data about traffic volume, future congestion impacts and related safety 

issues for future studies as appropriate.  
 

Overall Conclusions 
This report identifies key areas where residents in the Wolvercote Ward, remain concerned about 
present levels of traffic, congestion and safe access across main through roads. The impact of 
additional traffic from the new Oxford Parkway rail station in 2015 and Northern Gate Way 
development west of the Wolvercote roundabout is likely to put unacceptable pressure on the 
local infrastructure. Satisfactory solutions need to be found to these issues, including provision for 
better safer access.  New relief roads must be considered as well as other measures.  
 
Constant increases in traffic and pollution are unsustainable in the long term and can only result in 
restriction of movement to the detriment in the quality the local environment and wider 
economy.  
 
The transport needs of local residents should to be further assessed to determine what changes 
are possible, including why, if they are not, to facilitate and reduce future reliance motor vehicles 
and enable access, incentive and use of alternative environment friendly forms of public and 
private transport 
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https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/safety/Casu
altyReportFull2012.pdf 
 
Acknowledgements to Oxfordshire  County Council. 

 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/transportpoliciesandplans/localtransportplan/ltp2/Ch08.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/transportpoliciesandplans/localtransportplan/ltp2/Ch08.pdf
http://www.oxford.gov.uk/Direct/7714744RevisedScopingTA270808.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/safety/CasualtyReportFull2012.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/safety/CasualtyReportFull2012.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/safety/CasualtyReportFull2012.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/roadsandtransport/safety/CasualtyReportFull2012.pdf

