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CIL Autumn Round 2024 – public comments on projects        

6.01 Access to 
Community 
Rooms 

General 

For 3 

The doors are currently heavy and very difficult to open: this mainly affects people in wheelchairs, on 
mobility scooters, pushing buggies, using frames or sticks - indeed many of these people simply can't get in 
without some assistance - but it's also hard for anyone who is elderly or not terribly strong. 

Perhaps a worthy but expensive improvement. Would be more palatable if the Church hall was made 
available for the Weekly lunch for about 30 elderly people which currently takes place in the Baptist Hall 
which is damp and unsuitable. Currently a space cannot be found amongst other bookings eg yoga or at a 
price to make the charitable lunch possible at the Church Hall. Unsure 1 

    

6.02 WVH Seating 
improvement 

General 

For 5 

This seems to me to be a very basic requirement for a heavily used community space such as the village 
hall. The seating is out dated and uncomfortable and the process of stacking the existing chairs for storage 
in a corner cupboard with limited access, potentially a health and safety risk. 

Subject to a detailed plan for the recycling of the redundant chars at WVH, by offering to community 
projects in the City. The Sunflowers Shuttle could assist with transport. Go to 
projects.cswtogether@yahoo.com  

the village owns the building so such an improvement looks a good plan. 

    

6.03 NOYT Ramp General For 2 

    

6.04 Dandelions 
project 

General 

For 6  

Having attended Dandelions briefly as a relief helper I’m aware of how very well run it is and how it 
benefits the young children and parents who attend. I also know how much of the existing equipment has 
been acquired at no cost at all by the diligent volunteers who run the playgroup. The requested play 
equipment will have been carefully thought out and will provide opportunities for both imaginative play 
and for developing early fine motor skills. A coat rack would seem to be a basic provision for a venue that is 
used by a range of community groups in addition to Dandelions. 

    

mailto:projects.cswtogether@yahoo.com
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6.05 WYPC new 
windows 

General 
For 1 

    

6.05, 6.08 WYPC General For 3 

I think you should ensure WYPC has the resources to continue. It would be a waste to fund energy 
efficiency measures if the building is then left and the site would be subject to development and the 
building will be demolished Unsure 1 

WYPC – To spend £30000 on someone else’s building where you only have a 5 year security of tenure 
seems a very flawed concept. If the applicant owned the building or say had an unexpired 25 year lease 
term it might be a viable concept but otherwise not. Against 1 

    

6.06 Cutteslowe 
Light Trail 

General 
For 3 

    

6.07 Five Mile 
Drive 
speedwatch 
signs – 

General For 1 

though this isn’t expensive, I am not convinced of the efficacy of these signs. 

Unsure 1 

    

6.07, 6.10 Five Mile 
Drive 
speedwatch  
& calming 

The only thing I might add is would Five Mile Drive need both traffic calming and Community Speedwatch 
signs? 

For 1 

    

6.10 Five Mile 
Drive traffic 
calming 

FMD is used more as a cut through more than any other road in the neighbourhood and yet we have no 
traffic calming measures at all at present! This is despite the heavy use of the park by local children, dog 
walkers and young footballers.  The voluntary speed check programme has not made any noticeable 
difference and we do need to look at more effective measures as has been proposed 

 
For 3 

I support traffic reduction and traffic calming in the whole  
neighbourhood namely Sunderland Ave slip road; Kirk Close; Rotha Field  
Road; Five Mile Drive, Linkside, Lakeside, Carey Close and Foxton Close. 
I am surprised to read a reference to extensive discussions. As a  
resident of Kirk Close, I have not been consulted . I am concerned that  
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measures would be developed for one street without reference to the  
neighbouring streets. 
I hope the issue of consultation will be addressed thoroughly.  I am not  
clear from the application, how and who  even in Five Mile drive has  
been consulted. 
I hope funding for  drawings /proposals will promote measures that take   
the whole neighbourhood needs into consideration. 

…I esp favour the device of ‘pushing out’ pavements or chicanes rather than road humps, which are noisy 
for adjacent houses and in addition encourage cyclists to ride on the pavement which we do not want. 
They’re also unpopular with taxi drivers which would affect people like us - old and no longer driving. 

…unnecessary and potentially counter-productive. Implementing them would be very expensive, diverting 
funds from other more useful/necessary projects. I can find no one who has known of any actual accident 
on Five Mile Drive, so the supposed improvement in “safety” is hypothetical. The main problem with 
speeding is early in the morning and late at night, so the issue is less one of safety (few if any pedestrians 
at these times) but more about the nuisance of noise for those sleeping in bedrooms at the front of their 
houses.  The only measure that will stop the road being used as a rat-run is to block one end of the road; 
preferably the Wolvercote roundabout end. Introducing traffic calming measures would just cause 
acceleration and deceleration between the road humps or width restrictions, which increases noise and 
pollution. Previous attempts in the past have failed and been discontinued. This measure is trying to 
address an issue that is not a serious problem. 

Against 2 

  Davenant and 5 Mile Drive ( Poor timing since 5 Mile Drive has been closed for months) These ideas are 
spin offs of the County Council’s encirclement of the City to preclude cars. If that is correct then the County 
Council should pay all the design and construction costs eg as is happening on the Woodstock Road now 
where money does not seem a problem. 

    

6.09 Community 
Pet Scanner 

This targets cat owners only and I do not see it as benefiting the community. Against 1 

This application is unclear.  It is not stated why the standard approach of taking a stray to the vet would 
not be followed.  The website for the scanner says that it is supplied with a USB lead and  its software 
automatically alerts the chip provider if the pet has been reported lost or stolen.  The scanner needs to be 
connected to a computer approximately weekly to get updates on the lost pets.  The emphasis in the text 
seems to be on stray, ownerless cats and carrying out a neutering programme.  Is there a particular 
problem with stray cats in the village?  I would suggest that more information is required to understand Unsure 2 
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how many people are in the group and to get clarity on the intended use, to check that this meets the 
Forum's objectives and to ensure there is support in the community. 

  As a pet owner in Wolvercote for past 15 years I have not seen queues of stray cats and dogs lining up to 
be scanned – it seems like a problem that does need to be solved. 

    

6.11 Internal 
improvements 
at CCC 

General For 2 

Cutteslowe Community Centre…gets a lot of use, now with the addition of the Sunflower Shuttle on days 
for Community Larder. I confirm that residents from Wolvercote make use of these facilities, including the 
WNF itself.  For 1 

    

6.12 Traffic 
calming 
Davenant Rd 

General 

 
For 3 

The pavement is impassable in many areas and consequently anyone accessing Summertown from 
Wolvercote will struggle not to have to use the road. This is dangerous for everyone but in particular the 
elderly, disabled or those with children and/ or push chairs/prams… 
…In addition, traffic will be slowed at intersections do this will also help those crossing g the road.  
I am aware that those in Wolvercote village use the road frequently so it will benefit all Wolvercote area 
residents. 

… many developments in the area and it is wholly appropriate to use the levy from these developments to 
mitigate this problem. 

There is a wide interest in our neighbourhood both in calming traffic and in facilitating walking.  The state 
of the pavements on Davenant Road is now a real hazard to pedestrians of all ages, young as well as old. 

The stock of old trees is crucial to the environment of all our neighbourhood and those on Davenant Road 
need our protection if they are to continue to thrive.  

The Council clearly does not have the resources, human and financial, to respond adequately to our 
community’s needs. However, strong support for this project from the community will give a signal to the 
Council… 
 

this project serves the interests of a limited number of people. This is the only project I would not be keen 
to fund. Against 2 
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Davenant and 5 Mile Drive (Poor timing since 5 Mile Drive has been closed for months) These ideas are 
spin offs of the County Council’s encirclement of the City to preclude cars. If that is correct then the County 
Council should pay all the design and construction costs eg as is happening on the Woodstock Road now 
where money does not seem a problem. 

6.13 Elkin Club at 
W/cote Mill 

General 

For 3 

… weekly cost of the venue at £170 per week seems high but it may cover quite a few hours. 
They have had some interesting support from other groups - I note particularly the Small acorns fund 
which is connected to the National hospital of Neurology in London.  
This speaks to the importance of their work in brain development in children. 
There have been so many reports over decades showing the importance of good intervention in the early 
years of a child's life . We just need now to get on and support initiatives where we can . 
 

This application is from a private company/ community interest company which is starting to operate. It 
appears to have no funds of its own.  All funding is being derived from grants etc.  The application to WNF 
is to pay the rent for their activities but they need other funds to be made available to operate.  Is the 
proposal value for money and is the undertaking sustainable? If they were not to get extra funding to 
operate what would happen to any grant from WNF?  The proposal states that its aim is to help low 
income, isolated and vulnerable families but does not state how it would work to reach these people and 
get their regular engagement and how success would be monitored and measured?  Unsure 1 

  This looks largely like a proposal to pay the salaries of 3 people for a year.  No prospect of renewed funding 
after 12 months so a very precarious project however worthy Against 1 

    

6.14 Solar panels 
for W/cote 
Mill 

General 

For 7 

I’m surprised these were not fitted at the time of building as they should be an essential rather than add 
on means of saving energy and, in this case, a good example in a central community setting. 

The preferred option from Contact Solar seems to be very good value.   
For comparison, it's about the same price as I paid 3 years ago for our home system. Ours similarly has a 
Tesla Powerwall battery, but our panels total 5kW max output, whereas the proposal runs to 8kW.   
I would expect that the system will enable the Mill centre to be grid-free from about March-October, and 
will allow a significant selling back of electricity to the grid for central 5 months or so of that. For the other 
months, bills will be noticeably reduced. 
The Tesla batteries are more expensive than some others, but they are top-flight technology and unlike 
some types, continue to work in the event of a power cut. (Others need mains to stabilise voltage). 
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Contact Solar have lots of very good reviews especially recently, and a tiny number of poor ones, mostly 
old ones. I'd say go for it. 

very good use of the money as this investment will save the Mill Community centre on their operating 
costs and contribute to the decarbonisation of Wolvercote’s energy use. And therefore the carbon 
footprint. It is a “green” investment which is to the benefit of the whole community in the long-run. 

Once again the building is owned by the village and steps should be taken to mitigate the utility bills which 
will take their toll over time so solar panels a good idea. 

this is expensive. Lengthy power cuts are (thankfully) very rare so I don’t see the argument about being 
able to provide a source of electricity in a power cut as a very relevant argument  Unsure 1 

    

All 
 

 General 

 
 
For 13 

I wonder if in future consultations you could include a brief description of the application plus the estimate 
of cost in the body of your email. 
This might encourage those on your mailing list to respond as reviewing the actual applications, while 
informative, is quite time consuming. 

I believe funding should go to any of the projects within Wolvercote village, particularly in lower 
Wolvercote. The Mill development has increased our population, therefore improved facilities here are 
needed. 

    

All  Not able to comment – not IT savvy 0 
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